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Amber Carson guides debtors, creditors, official 
committees and other parties through every phase of 
commercial bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters 
before courts in Texas and across the country. She has 
helped clients achieve positive outcomes in difficult cases 
spanning many industries, from oil and gas, healthcare and 
retail to restaurants, construction and manufacturing. 
Amber also handles bankruptcy-related litigation involving 
a number of complex issues, including fraudulent 
transfers, preference actions, contract disputes and many 
more.
Amber has built a large network of connections through 
her leadership roles in several industry and community 
organizations, including the American Bankruptcy Institute, 
the Bankruptcy Law Section for the State Bar of Texas, and 
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation. She is committed to multiple organizations’ 
diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts on a local, state, and 
national level, and serves on Gray Reed’s DEI Committee.
Before joining Gray Reed, Amber served as a judicial clerk 
for the Honorable Harlin D. Hale, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge for the Northern District of Texas. She gained 
valuable experience while analyzing challenging legal 
issues and viewing hundreds of hearings in bankruptcy 
cases and adversary proceedings.

Representative Experience
• Tehum Care Services, Inc. d/b/a Corizon Health (prison 

healthcare provider): Counsel to the Debtor
• BUCA Texas Restaurants, L.P., et al. (owner, operator and 

franchisor of Buca di Beppo restaurants across the US 
and the Philippines): Counsel to the Debtors

• Eye Care Leaders Portfolio Holdings, LLC, et al. (provider 
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of software for ophthalmologist and optometry practices 
across the US): Counsel to the Debtors

• Fresh Acquisitions, LLC, et al. (operator of Furr’s Fresh 
Buffet®, Old Country Buffet®, Tahoe Joe’s Famous 
Steakhouse® and other restaurants with approx. 70 
locations across 27 states): Counsel to the Debtors

• CiCi’s Holdings, Inc., et al. (owner, operator, and 
franchisor of restaurants with approx. 318 locations 
across 26 states): Counsel to the Debtors

• BJ Services, LLC, et al. (a leading provider of hydraulic 
fracturing and cementing services to upstream oil and 
gas companies): Co-Counsel to the Debtors, Counsel to 
the Wind-Down Trustee

• J.C. Penney Co., Inc., et al. (department store chain with 
operations in the US and Puerto Rico): Co-Counsel to the 
Prepetition and DIP Agent

• Southern Foods Group, LLC, et al. (the largest processor 
and direct-to-store distributor of dairy and dairy case 
products in the United States): Co-Counsel to the 
Prepetition and DIP Agent

• Buzzards Bench, LLC, et al. (owner and operator of 
natural gas wells and processing plant): Counsel to the 
Debtors

• Blitz Energy Services, LLC (provider of oil and gas 
midstream construction services): Counsel to the 
Receiver

• Fenton Motors of Dallas, et al. (automobile dealership 
owner): Counsel to the Receiver

• PHI Inc., et al. (commercial helicopter operator): Co-
counsel to the Official Equity Committee

• Rockies Region 2006 Limited Partnership, et al. (owner 
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of oil and gas limited partnerships): Counsel to the 
Debtors

• Darcy LaPier (individual): Special Counsel to the Trustee
• Lockwood Holdings, Inc., et al. (international supplier of 

pipe, valves, fittings, and flanges to the oil and gas 
industry): Counsel to the Debtors

• Preferred Care Inc., et al. (operator of skilled nursing 
facilities): Counsel to the Official Committee of 
Unsecured Creditors

• Vasari LLC (Dairy Queen franchisee): Counsel to the 
Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors

Press Releases
• “Twelve Gray Reed Lawyers Named 2026 Best Lawyers in 

Dallas by D Magazine,” (April 24, 2026)
• “Gray Reed Bankruptcy Partner Amber Carson Named 

“On the Rise” Honoree at the 2025 Texas Legal Awards,” 
(October 16, 2025)

• “Fifty-Two Gray Reed Attorneys Recognized as Texas 
Super Lawyers or Rising Stars by Thomson Reuters for 
2025,” (September 18, 2025)

• “Gray Reed Attorneys Named 2026 Best Lawyers in 
America,” (August 21, 2025)

• “Two Gray Reed Attorneys Recognized with State Bar of 
Texas Bankruptcy Law Section Awards,” (April 25, 2025)

• “Gray Reed Secures Court Approval for First-Ever 
Divisional Merger Chapter 11 Plan,” (March 5, 2025)

• “Gray Reed Partner Receives 2024 American Inns of 
Court Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Professional 
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Service,” (September 5, 2024)
• “Corporate Restructuring & Bankruptcy Partner Amber 

Carson Elected to ABI’s Board of Directors,” (April 29, 
2024)

• “Corporate Restructuring & Bankruptcy Partner Named to 
D Magazine’s 2024 List of Best Lawyers Under 40,” 
(January 3, 2024)

• “Gray Reed Partner Amber Carson Named a “Top 40 
Young Lawyer" by the American Bar Association,” (July 7, 
2023)

• “Gray Reed Partner Receives DEI Award from State Bar of 
Texas Bankruptcy Law Section,” (July 5, 2023)

• “Two Corporate Restructuring & Bankruptcy Partners 
Named 2023 Best Lawyers Under 40 by D Magazine,” 
(January 5, 2023)

• “Gray Reed Announces Attorney Promotions,” (January 3, 
2023)

• “Gray Reed Attorney Named to American Bankruptcy 
Institute’s 2022 “40 Under 40”,” (October 20, 2022)

• “Gray Reed Attorney Honored by State Bar of Texas 
Bankruptcy Section,” (April 9, 2021)

• “Gray Reed Associate Amber Carson Selected to the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Next 
Generation Program,” (July 10, 2020)

• “Gray Reed Establishes Task Force to Help Get Clients 
“Back to Business”,” (April 21, 2020)

• “Gray Reed Welcomes Three Attorneys,” (October 12, 
2017)

Thought Leadership
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• “Further Reflections on Using the Tax Code’s Extended 
Period for Avoidance Under § 544(b),” XLI ABI Journal 10, 
14-15, 50-51  (October 2022)

• “Bankruptcy Overview for the General Litigator,” 95 The 
Advoc. (Texas) 183, 186  (2021)

• “CARES Act Amendments to the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code,” State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Section's COVID-
19 Legal Resources  (July 8, 2020)

• “The Impact of the CARES Act on the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code,” Gray Reed Legal Alert  (April 7, 2020)

• “In the Land of Structured Dismissals, the Code’s Priority 
Scheme is Still King: The Supreme Court Resolves the 
Circuit Split in Czyzewski v. Jevic Holding Corp. ,” State 
Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Law Section Newsletter (January 
2019)

• “Golf and Fuel: A Potentially Combustible Mixture Across 
Statutes and Jurisdictions (Fraudulent 
Conveyances),” Presented at the 36th Annual National 
CLE Conference, Snowmass, Colorado  (January 2, 2019)

• “The Extraterritorial Power of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code’s 
Automatic Stay,” Dallas Bar Association's Headnotes 
(June 26, 2018)

• “Bankruptcy,” SMU Annual Texas Survey - Volume 3 
(2017)

• “You Can’t Sue Me: Preclusion of Claims Against 
Professionals,” ABI Journal 8, 28-29, 69-70 (August 
2017)

• “The Common Law System Has Really, Terribly, Horribly, 
Gotten These Cases Wrong,” Published for the 2017 
State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Bench Bar Conference 
(June 1, 2017)
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• “In the Land of Structured Dismissals, the Code’s Priority 
Scheme is Still King: The Supreme Court Resolves the 
Circuit Split in Czyzewski v. Jevic Holding Corp.,”  (May 
2017)

Speeches and Presentations
• “Look What You Made Me Do: Dealing with Bad Actors in 

Bankruptcy,” Dallas Bar Association  (June 11, 2025)
• “Key Women Leaders in Restructuring,” ABI’s “Women in 

Restructuring” Podcast  (May 22, 2025)
• “Navigating Involuntary Bankruptcies: Practical 

Considerations for Mitigating Risks,” American 
Bankruptcy Institute’s 2023 Southwest Bankruptcy 
Conference  (August 29, 2023)

• “Great Debates: Does a Trustee Have a 10-Year 
Lookback Period to Avoid Fraudulent Transfers Under 
Section 544(b) When the IRS is the “Golden 
Creditor”?,” Bankruptcy Law Section for the State Bar of 
Texas’s 2023 Bankruptcy Bench Bar Conference  (June 6, 
2023)

• “Great Debates: Does a Trustee Have a 10-Year 
Lookback Period to Avoid Fraudulent Transfers Under 
Section 544(b) When the IRS is the “Golden 
Creditor”?,” Bankruptcy Law Section for the State Bar of 
Texas’s 2023 Bankruptcy Bench Bar Conference  (June 6, 
2023)

• “Turning Lemons into Lemonade: The § 1111(b) Election 
,” American Bankruptcy Institute Winter Leadership 
Conference  (December 9, 2022)

• “Recent Developments - Part II,” Jay L. Westbrook 
Bankruptcy Conference  (November 17, 2022)

• “The Benefits of a Bankruptcy Practice - Transactional 
Meets Litigation,” Judicial Resources Committee of the 
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United States Judicial Conference and Just the Beginning 
– A Pipeline Organization  (July 27, 2022)

• “The Bankruptcy Code: An Overview,” Annual Academy 
for American and International Law  (June 24, 2022)

• “Career Opportunities in Bankruptcy Practice: A View 
From the Bench and Bar,” Baylor Law School  (June 23, 
2022)

• “How to Effectively Present Evidence in Bankruptcy 
Litigation,” State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Law Section 
“Starting Out Right” Program  (October 22, 2021)

• “Pathways to the Bankruptcy Bench,” American Bar 
Association Litigation Section’s Judicial Intern 
Opportunity Program and American Bankruptcy 
Institute’s Diversity and Inclusion Working Group  (July 
21, 2021)

• “Just the Tip of the Iceberg: Understanding the Scope of 
the Automatic Stay,” Dallas Bar Association 2021 
Bankruptcy Program Series  (April 23, 2021)

• “Be Careful What You Ask for: Risks and Benefits of 
Involuntary Bankruptcy Filings,” American Bankruptcy 
Institute's 2021 Annual Spring Meeting   (April 21, 2021)

• “An Overview of the US Bankruptcy Code,” 2019 
Academy of American and International Law  (June 21, 
2019)

• “Bankruptcy Law Panel Discussion,” Afternoon at the 
Courthouse  (June 7, 2019)

• “Ethical Risks in Social Media Use ,” Texas Bankruptcy 
Bench Bar Conference  (April 19, 2019)

• “Young Lawyers Ask Bankruptcy Judges Hard 
Questions,” Northern District of Texas Bench Bar 
Conference   (January 11, 2019)
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• “An Overview of the US Bankruptcy Code,” 2018 
Academy of American and International Law (June 28, 
2018)

• “Keeping Secrets: Evidentiary Privileges in Bankruptcy 
Cases,” Dallas Bar Association  (October 20, 2017)

• “Preclusion of Claims Against Professionals in 
Bankruptcy,” Dallas Bar Association Bankruptcy and 
Commercial Law Section Meeting (June 7, 2017)

Honors
• Recipient of the Pro Bono Service Award given by 

the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas 
(2025)

• Recognized as a leading bankruptcy/restructuring lawyer 
in Texas by Chambers & Partners USA (2026) 

• Presented the American Inns of Court’s Sandra Day 
O'Connor Award for Professional Service at the Supreme 
Court of the United States (2024)

• Named to the American Bar Association’s “On the Rise - 
Top 40 Young Lawyers Award” (2023)

• Inaugural recipient of the Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
Award given by the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State 
Bar of Texas (2023)

• Named one of Texas Lawyer’s “On the Rise” winners 
(2025)

• Named a Best Lawyer Under 40 by D Magazine (2020, 
2023 – 2024)

• Named a Super Lawyer (2025) and Rising Star by Texas 
Super Lawyers (a Thomson Reuters company) as 
published in Texas Monthly and Texas Super 
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Lawyers magazines (2019 – 2024) 
• Up-and-Coming 100: Texas Rising Stars Top List 

(2023 – 2024)
• Up-and-Coming 50: Women Texas Rising Stars Top 

List (2023 – 2024)
• Selected by her peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 

America in the field of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor 
Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law (2026)

• Selected by her peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
America “Ones to Watch” in the field of Bankruptcy and 
Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization 
Law (2021 – 2025)

• Selected as a Best Lawyer in Dallas by D Magazine (2026)
• Named to the American Bankruptcy Institute’s “40 Under 

40” (2022)
• Selected to participate in the National Conference of 

Bankruptcy Judges Next Generation program (2022)
• Recipient of the Romina L. Mulloy-Bossio Achievement 

Award given by the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State 
Bar of Texas (2021)

• Recipient of a Presidential Citation given by the Dallas 
Bar Association for her work on the Bankruptcy Project 
Series (2021)

Organizational Involvement
Professional Activities, Memberships & Affiliations
• American Bankruptcy Institute 

• Board of Directors (2024 – 2027)

https://www.grayreed.com/NewsResources/Press-Releases/197004/Gray-Reed-Attorney-Honored-by-State-Bar-of-Texas-Bankruptcy-Section
https://www.grayreed.com/NewsResources/Press-Releases/197004/Gray-Reed-Attorney-Honored-by-State-Bar-of-Texas-Bankruptcy-Section
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• DEI Committee, Education Director (2024 – present)
• Young & New Members Committee, member
• Business Reorganization and Emerging Industries and 

Technology Committee, member
• State Bar of Texas 

• Pro Bono Workgroup, Bankruptcy Law Section Liaison
• Bankruptcy Law Section 

• Chair (2025 - Present) 
• Chair-Elect (2024 – 2025)
• Young Lawyers Committee, Chair (2018 – 2020)

• Director of the SMU Law School Pro Bono Project
• International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 

Confederation-DFW Chapter, 
• Chair-Elect (Present)

• DFW Association of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers 
• President (2021)

• American Inns of Court 
• National New Lawyers Task Force, Chair (2018 – 2019)
• The Hon. John C. Ford American Inn of Court, Barrister

• Dallas Bar Association Bankruptcy & Commercial Law 
Section, Member

• Academy of American and International Law, Faculty 
Member
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Community Activities, Memberships & Affiliations
• Red River Region of the Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society, Board of Trustees
• Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Pro Bono 

Attorney
• LegalLine, Volunteer Attorney
• Texas Legal Answers, Volunteer Attorney


