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In re Syngenta Lawsuits
List of Cases

ÅIn re Syngenta AG MIR 162 Corn Litigation, U.S.D.C., 
D. Kansas, MDL 2591;

ÅIn re Syngenta Class Action Litigation, 4th Judicial 
D.Ct., Hennepin County, MN;

ÅIn re Syngenta Actions, U.S.D.C., S.D. Ill.

ÅIn re Syngenta Litigation, First Jud. Circuit, 
Williamson County, Ill.

ÅMultiple lawsuits filed by ethanol plantsin state 
courts of Ohio, Michigan, Nebraska, Indiana and Iowa



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Claims and Defenses

ÅPlaintiffs generally allegedthat Syngenta 
prematurely commercialized and otherwise 
inappropriately marketed and sold Agrisure
Vipteraand/or AgrisureDuracadecorn seed, 
causing contamination of the United States corn 
supply and significant disruption to the export 
of United States corn and corn products.

ÅSyngenta deniedany and all claims and 
asserted various defenses which it believed to 
be meritorious.



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Timeline and Background:  

Commercialization through First Lawsuits
Summer, Fall 2010 
USDA Deregulates 
{ȅƴƎŜƴǘŀΩǎ Dah aLw 

162 corn and Syngenta 
commercializes 

Viptera®

Summer 2011 
Syngenta v. 

Bunge lawsuit

November 2013 
China rejects 

shipments of U.S. corn 
due to presence of 

MIR 162 (unapproved 
by China for import)

Summer, Fall 2014 
USDA 5ŜǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ {ȅƴƎŜƴǘŀΩǎ 

GMO Event 604 corn and 
Syngenta commercializes 

DuracadeϰΤ China imposes 
certification requirements upon 

imports of DDGs from U.S.

September 2014
First lawsuits 

filed

December 2014 
China approves 

MIR 162 for 
import

December 2014 
MDL in USDC 

Kansas 
established



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Timeline and Background:  

Commercialization through First Lawsuits

September 2015
Motion to 

Dismiss denied by 
MDL

September 2016
MDL court certifies 

Nationwide (Lanham 
Act) and 8 State 

(bellwether) producer 
classes

June 2017
$217.7 million verdict 
in MDL trial of Kansas 
state producer class

September 2017
Trial of MN state class 

commenced in Hennepin 
County, MN. and trial 

suspended due to 
announcement of 

settlement framework

February 2018
Final settlement 

agreement for class 
action settlement

April 2018
Preliminary 
approval of 
settlement 

agreement by 
MDL court



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Settlement Summary

ÅTotal Settlement Amount όǘƘŜ ά{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘǎέύ: $1.51 billion 

ÅClass Definition: ά!ƴȅ tŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ tŜǊƛƻŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴȅ 
Interest in Corn in the United States priced for sale during the Class Period (September 15, 
нлмо ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǇǊƛƭ млΣ нлмуύΣέ ǿƘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ {ǳōŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ς

Å Subclass 1, Producers who did not purchase Vipteraor Durcade

Å Subclass 2, Producers who purchased Vipteraor Duracade

Å Subclass 3, Grain Handling Facilities

Å Subclass 4, Ethanol Plants

ÅExcluded Exporters: Cargill, ADM, Dreyfus, Bunge, TransCoastal, Agribase, Gavilon, DeLong

ÅClass Period: September 15, 2013 through April 10, 2018

ÅSettlement Administrator: Brown Greer

ÅSubclasses 1 and 2: Estimated to exceed 600,000 and include owners, operators, 
landlords, waterlords, tenants or sharecroppers who are entitled to a share in the corn crop 
available for marketing during the Class Period.   



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Dividing the Pie: Allocation of The 

Settlement Funds
ÅSubclass 1 (Producers who did not purchase Vipteraor Duracade): All 

Settlement Funds not allocated to the other groups will be allocated to 
members of Subclass 1.

ÅSubclass 2 (Producers who purchased Vipteraor Duracade): (The total 
amount of Settlement Funds available to Subclass 2 is capped at $22.6 
million and the average per-bushel recovery for Subclass 2 members 
shall not exceed the average per-bushel recovery for Subclass 1 
members.

ÅSubclass 3 (Grain Handling Facilities): The total amount of Settlement 
Funds available to Subclass 3 is capped at $29.9 million.

ÅSubclass 4 (Ethanol Facilities): The total amount of Settlement Funds 
available to Subclass 3 is capped at $19.5 million.



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Settlement Claim Forms

ÅClaims are required to participate. In order to receive a portion 
the Settlement Funds, online or mail submissions of claims forms 
is required.

ÅCalculation of Compensable Recovery Quantity. Claim Forms 
authorize USDA to provide Producer FSA 578 data, or, if 
unavailable, RMA data, in order to calculate Compensable 
Recovery Quantity. If acreage not reported to FSA, information 
can be supplied.

ÅSeparate claims form required for each interest owner.

ÅDifferent forms for Producers, Grain Handling Facilities and 
Ethanol Facilities.



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Settlement Deadlines

ÅDeadline to Object or Opt Out: August 10, 2018 

ÅDeadline to File Claims: October 12, 2018

ÅFinal Approval Hearing: November 15, 2018

ÅPayment: Later of April 1, 2019 or 30 days after 
Final Approval Order



In re Syngenta Lawsuits
Resources

ÅOfficial Claims Website ςcornseedsettlement.com

ÅFrequently Asked Questions

ÅImportant Documents

http://www.cornseedsettlement.com/


Filing a Claim 
Online

The online claims form can be found on 
https://www.cornseedsettlement.com/

To begin the process, scroll down on the 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά/ƭƛŎƪ IŜǊŜ ǘƻ CƛƭŜ 
ŀ /ƭŀƛƳΦέ

https://www.cornseedsettlement.com/


Filing a Claim 
Online

!ŦǘŜǊ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭƛŎƪ IŜǊŜ ǘƻ CƛƭŜ ŀ 
/ƭŀƛƳέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 
you to the following screen. 

Simply follow the prompts as directed 
to complete your claim online.

Filing your claim online is the quickest 
and most efficient way to submit a 
claim.



Filing a Claim 
by Mail

Class Members may also complete a 
Claim Form by hand and submit it via 
mail. 

Mail-in Claim Forms can also be 
found on 
https://www.cornseedsettlement.com

Simply navigate your browser to the 
above website and click on 
ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ

https://www.cornseedsettlement.com/

