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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SHERMAN DIVISION 
 

1SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
GOPALA KRISHNAN, MANIVANNAN 
SHANMUGAM, SAKTHIVEL PALANI 
GOUNDER, NANBAN VENTURES LLC, 
GSM ETERNAL LLC (A/K/A 
NORTHSTARS 
FINTECH), HIMALAYAN FINTECH 
LLC, and CENTUM FINTECH LLC 
(A/K/A SUNSHINES FINTECH) 
 

Defendants, 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
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JOINT MOTION TO AMEND SCHEDULING ORDER 

 
In order to continue settlement discussions pursuant to those had at the June 21, 2024, 

mediation with Magistrate Judge Durrett, and as agreed to among the parties at that mediation, 

the parties jointly move the Court to amend its May 24, 2024, Amended Scheduling Order (ECF 

No. 132) to extend all currently scheduled deadlines by approximately 30 days.  

The primary purpose of this extension is to allow for the continued progress towards a 

potential settlement in part through the Receiver’s due diligence and evaluation of certain key 

proposed financial transactions that could generate proceeds of sale for the benefit of investors.  

The parties have agreed to provide 30 days for this evaluation and, with support of Magistrate 

Judge Durrett, to resume mediation with Magistrate Judge Durrett in late July or early August.   

To that end, the parties further agreed at the mediation that an additional 30-day extension 

of the deadlines set forth herein may be sought in the event that the Receiver indicates that he 
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needs more time to complete his due diligence and evaluation.  The individual Defendants have 

also agreed to provide the Receiver certain cooperation and information to facilitate the Receiver’s 

due diligence as specified at the conclusion of the mediation. 

The requested extension, if approved by the Court, would impose the following new 

deadlines.  The requested extension proposes a Final Pretrial Conference in April 2025 and a 

corresponding extension of the pretrial deadlines based on the date of the Final Pretrial 

Conference.  The parties believe that this requested Final Pretrial Conference date and the 

associated pretrial deadlines could remain in the event that the Receiver needs more time and a 

second 30-day extension of the other scheduling deadlines through and including the deadline for 

dispositive motions is requested and approved by the Court. 

8/12/2024 Disclosure of expert testimony pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 
26(a)(2) and Local Rule CV-26(b) on issues for which the party bears the 
burden of proof. 

9/4/2024 Disclosure of expert testimony pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 
26(a)(2) and Local Rule CV-26(b) on issues for which the party does not bear 
the burden of proof. 

9/23/2024 Deadline to object to expert testimony on issues for which the party seeking to 
introduce that testimony bears the burden of proof. Objection shall be made by a 
motion to strike or limit expert shall be accompanied by a copy of the expert’s 
report testimony and in order to provide the Court with all the information 
necessary to make a ruling on any objection. 

10/7/2024 Deadline to object to expert testimony on issues for which the party seeking to 
introduce that testimony does not bear the burden of proof. Objection shall be 
made by a motion to strike or limit expert testimony and shall be accompanied 
by a copy of the expert’s report in order to provide the Court with all the 
information necessary to make a ruling on any objection. 

10/16/2024 All discovery shall be commenced in time to be completed by this date. 

11/6/2024 Deadline for motions to dismiss, motions for summary judgment, or other 
dispositive motions. Deadline for motion for leave to designate responsible third 
party. 

3/14/2025 Notice of intent to offer certified records. 
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3/14/2025 Counsel and unrepresented parties are each responsible for contacting opposing 
counsel and unrepresented parties to determine how they will prepare the Joint 
Final Pretrial Order, see (www.txed.uscourts.gov), and Joint Proposed Jury 
Instructions and Verdict Form (or Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law in non-jury cases). 

3/21/2025 Video Deposition Designation due. Each party who proposes to offer a 
deposition by video shall serve on all other parties a disclosure identifying the 
line and page numbers to be offered.  All other parties will have seven calendar 
days to serve a response with any objections and requesting cross-examination 
line and page numbers to be included. Counsel must consult on any objections 
and only those which cannot be resolved shall be presented to the Court.  The 
party who filed the initial Video Deposition Designation is responsible for 
preparation of the final edited video in accordance with all parties’ designations 
and the Court’s rulings on objections. 

3/26/2025 Motions in limine due. 

3/26/2025 File Joint Pretrial Order. 

4/9/2025 Response to motions in limine due. 

4/9/2025 File objections to witnesses, deposition extracts, and exhibits, listed in pre-trial 
order. (This does not extend the deadline to object to expert witnesses.)  Provide 
the exhibit objected to in the motion or response. If numerous objections are 
filed, the Court may set a hearing prior to docket call. 

4/9/2025 File Proposed Jury Instructions/Form of Verdict (or Proposed Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law).   

4/9/2025 File Proposed Voir Dire Questions. 

Date will 
be set by 
Court, 
usually 
within 
10 days 
prior to 
pretrial 
conf. 

If numerous objections are filed, the Court may set a hearing to consider all 
pending motions and objections. 

4/_/2025 Final Pretrial Conference at 9:00 a.m. at the United States Courthouse located at 
7940 Preston Road in Plano, Texas. Parties should be prepared to try the case on 
this date. All cases on the Court’s Final Pretrial Conference docket for this day 
have been set at 9:00 a.m. However, prior to the Final Pretrial Conference date, 
the Court will set a specific time  
between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. for each case, depending on which cases 
remain on the Court’s docket. 
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To be 
determined 

Jury selection and trial (or bench trial) at 10:00 a.m. at the United States 
Courthouse located at 7940 Preston Road in Plano, Texas. Cases that remain for 
trial following the Court’s Pretrial docket will be tried between __________ and 
___________.  A specific trial date in this time frame will be selected at the 
Final Pretrial Conference. 

  

Dated: June 27, 2024     Respectfully submitted by: 
 
/s/ Michael J. Edney  
Michael J. Edney 
DC Bar No. 492024 (admitted to E.D. Tex.) 
medney@huntonak.com 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
2200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 955-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 778-2201  

 
Daniel Stefany (admitted pro hac vice) 
Madison Sherrill (admitted pro hac vice) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
60 State Street, Suite 2400, Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone: (617) 648-2800 
dstefany@huntonak.com 
msherrill@huntonak.com 
 
David R. Clouston, Texas Bar No. 00787253 
Leslye E Moseley, Texas Nar No. 24044557 
SESSIONS ISRAEL & SHARTLE, LLC 
900 Jackson Street, Suite 440 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
Telephone: (214) 741-3001 
Facsimile: (214) 741-3055 
dclouston@sessions.legal 
lmoselet@sessions.legal  

 
COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTS  
 

/s/ Keefe Bernstein  
Keefe Bernstein  
Texas Bar No. 24006839  
(817) 900-2607  
bernsteink@sec.gov 
 
Jason P. Reinsch  
Texas Bar No. 24040120  
(817) 900-2601  
reinschj@sec.gov 
 
Samantha Martin  
Texas Bar No. 24065090  
(817) 978-5035  
martins@sec.gov  
 
Clemon Ashley  
Illinois Bar No. 6294839  
(817) 900-2627  
ashleyc@sec.gov  
 
Securities and Exchange Commission  
801 Cherry Street, Suite 1900  
Fort Worth, TX 76102  
 
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF  
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CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 
 
 The foregoing motion to extend deadlines was agreed in principle in the mediation process.  

The Defendants drafted the motion and shared the draft with the Plaintiff, which agreed to its 

contents.  Undersigned counsel also sought the position of the Receiver, who does not oppose this 

motion. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on June 27, 2024, I electronically filed the foregoing document using 

the CM/ECF system, which will send a notification of such filing to counsel of record for all parties 

in accordance with the ECF local rules. 

/s/ Michael J. Edney 
Michael J. Edney 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SHERMAN DIVISION 
 

1SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
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GOPALA KRISHNAN, MANIVANNAN 
SHANMUGAM, SAKTHIVEL PALANI 
GOUNDER, NANBAN VENTURES LLC, 
GSM ETERNAL LLC (A/K/A 
NORTHSTARS 
FINTECH), HIMALAYAN FINTECH 
LLC, and CENTUM FINTECH LLC 
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Defendants, 
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[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION  

TO AMEND SCHEDULING ORDER 
 

For good cause shown, the Court hereby ORDERS that the Parties’ Joint Motion to Amend 

Scheduling Order is GRANTED.  The Amended Scheduling Order (ECF No. 132) is hereby 

amended as follows: 

8/12/2024 Disclosure of expert testimony pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 
26(a)(2) and Local Rule CV-26(b) on issues for which the party bears the 
burden of proof. 

9/4/2024 Disclosure of expert testimony pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 
26(a)(2) and Local Rule CV-26(b) on issues for which the party does not bear 
the burden of proof. 

9/23/2024 Deadline to object to expert testimony on issues for which the party seeking to 
introduce that testimony bears the burden of proof. Objection shall be made by a 
motion to strike or limit expert shall be accompanied by a copy of the expert’s 
report testimony and in order to provide the Court with all the information 
necessary to make a ruling on any objection. 
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10/7/2024 Deadline to object to expert testimony on issues for which the party seeking to 
introduce that testimony does not bear the burden of proof. Objection shall be 
made by a motion to strike or limit expert testimony and shall be accompanied 
by a copy of the expert’s report in order to provide the Court with all the 
information necessary to make a ruling on any objection. 

10/16/2024 All discovery shall be commenced in time to be completed by this date. 

11/6/2024 Deadline for motions to dismiss, motions for summary judgment, or other 
dispositive motions. Deadline for motion for leave to designate responsible third 
party. 

3/14/2025 Notice of intent to offer certified records. 

3/14/2025 Counsel and unrepresented parties are each responsible for contacting opposing 
counsel and unrepresented parties to determine how they will prepare the Joint 
Final Pretrial Order, see (www.txed.uscourts.gov), and Joint Proposed Jury 
Instructions and Verdict Form (or Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law in non-jury cases). 

3/21/2025 Video Deposition Designation due. Each party who proposes to offer a 
deposition by video shall serve on all other parties a disclosure identifying the 
line and page numbers to be offered.  All other parties will have seven calendar 
days to serve a response with any objections and requesting cross-examination 
line and page numbers to be included. Counsel must consult on any objections 
and only those which cannot be resolved shall be presented to the Court.  The 
party who filed the initial Video Deposition Designation is responsible for 
preparation of the final edited video in accordance with all parties’ designations 
and the Court’s rulings on objections. 

3/26/2025 Motions in limine due. 

3/26/2025 File Joint Pretrial Order. 

4/9/2025 Response to motions in limine due. 

4/9/2025 File objections to witnesses, deposition extracts, and exhibits, listed in pre-trial 
order. (This does not extend the deadline to object to expert witnesses.)  Provide 
the exhibit objected to in the motion or response. If numerous objections are 
filed, the Court may set a hearing prior to docket call. 

4/9/2025 File Proposed Jury Instructions/Form of Verdict (or Proposed Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law).   

4/9/2025 File Proposed Voir Dire Questions. 

Case 4:23-cv-00885-SDJ   Document 153-1   Filed 06/27/24   Page 2 of 3 PageID #:  4160



 

3 

Date will 
be set by 
Court, 
usually 
within 
10 days 
prior to 
pretrial 
conf. 

If numerous objections are filed, the Court may set a hearing to consider all 
pending motions and objections. 

4/_/2025 Final Pretrial Conference at 9:00 a.m. at the United States Courthouse located at 
7940 Preston Road in Plano, Texas. Parties should be prepared to try the case on 
this date. All cases on the Court’s Final Pretrial Conference docket for this day 
have been set at 9:00 a.m. However, prior to the Final Pretrial Conference date, 
the Court will set a specific time between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. for each case, 
depending on which cases remain on the Court’s docket. 

To be 
determined 

Jury selection and trial (or bench trial) at 10:00 a.m. at the United States 
Courthouse located at 7940 Preston Road in Plano, Texas. Cases that remain for 
trial following the Court’s Pretrial docket will be tried between __________ and 
___________.  A specific trial date in this time frame will be selected at the 
Final Pretrial Conference. 

 

Case 4:23-cv-00885-SDJ   Document 153-1   Filed 06/27/24   Page 3 of 3 PageID #:  4161


