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Partner
Known for his ability to explain complex issues and adapt his approach
to any case, Mitch Ackal focuses his practice on guiding a diverse group
of clients through every stage of high-stakes commercial and business
disputes in Texas and throughout the country. He handles litigation in
state and federal courts, arbitrations and on appeal. His case load
typically involves prosecuting and defending clients in oil and gas disputes
along the entire energy stream, breach of contract and other businessrelated actions, franchise/distribution disputes, partnership
disagreements, and commercial cases involving the Uniform Commercial
Code.
Mitch is involved in challenging roles that not only involve complex
dispute resolution, but also allow him to serve as an integral team
member and go-to advisor for clients on a broad range of matters
impacting their businesses outside the courtroom. For example,
as national litigation counsel for one of the world’s largest plastic
distributors, Mitch is always on call to find effective solutions for a variety
of everyday and big-picture issues. He also oversees and manages
litigation for clients from coast to coast involving contract disputes,
employment matters, trade secrets, non-compete/non-solicitation
agreements and products liability.
Competing and winning at a high level is nothing new for Mitch. After
growing up in both New Orleans and Houston, and graduating from
Strake Jesuit College Preparatory, he played college baseball for Rice
University and was a member of Rice’s 1999 College World Series team.
Experience
Energy Litigation
• Successful defense of oil and gas operators in various lawsuits alleging
breaches of joint operating agreements brought by non-operating
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working interest owners.
• Obtained dismissal without payment on behalf of casing pipe
manufacturer in claims brought against it for negligence, products
liability and breach of warranty.
• Represented operator in connection with claims against drilling
contractor for over-billing.
• Defense of international petrochemical company in suit brought by
domestic equipment supplier.
Constitutional and Civil Rights Litigation
• Second chaired jury trial with Jim Reed where jury returned a verdict
on November 14, 2011, in favor of the Firm’s client, a former police
officer who brought claims against a school district, and the Captain
and Sergeant of the district’s police force, for violations of the Texas
Whistleblower Act and rights secured by the First and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution. After trial, the school
district and individual officers perfected an appeal to the Fourteenth
Court of Appeals in Houston. Mitch successfully handled all aspects of
the appeal, including oral argument, and on October 31, 2013, the
appellate court affirmed the judgment of the trial court. The appellate
court’s opinion can be found at 2013 WL 5861516.
Class Action Litigation
• Named class counsel in 9 federal class action settlements regarding the
failure of oil and gas operators to properly return pro rata portion of
severance tax refunds to non-operating working interest and royalty
owners.
Franchise/Distribution
• Counseled franchisee regarding anti-trust tying issues, franchisor
encroachment, and trademark issues.
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• Prosecuted claims on behalf of cosmetic manufacturer and distributor
against competitor in a case regarding business disparagement,
tortious interference, and claims under the Lanham Act.
• Defended and prosecuted claims on behalf of cosmetic manufacturer
and distributor against downstream distributorships, and provide
general counsel and advice regarding trade secret and other
intellectual property protection.
Uniform Commercial Code/Commercial Contracts
• Recovered significant deposit paid to manufacturer of sophisticated
valve-testing equipment when manufacturer failed to make timely
delivery.
• Defense of industrial valve manufacturer regarding warranty claims
and a construction project at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
• Represented manufacturer of styrene regarding force majeure issues
involving Hurricane Ike and the purchase of a nominated quantity of
benzene.
Real Estate
• Secured numerous settlements and recovery of possession of
leaseholds on behalf of provider of coin-operated laundry equipment
against landlords for breaches of commercial leases and wrongful
lockouts.
• Prosecution of claims against joint venture partner regarding the
entitlement to proceeds from the sale of a commercial real estate
development involving complex condemnation issues.
General Business Litigation
• Successful defense of home builder in several cases regarding
allegations of fraud, breach of contract, breach of warranty, and DTPA
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violations.
• Recovered amounts due and owing to various employees upon
breach of compensation agreements by their employers.
• Represented restaurant partner in his successful business divorce from
other partner regarding Galleria-area restaurant.
• Successfully defended contract and business tort claims brought
against commercial electrical contractor, and representation of
contractor in numerous lawsuits resulting in recovery of amounts due
and owing under outstanding accounts.
Press Releases
• “Significant Ruling in Eagle Ford Shale Emissions Case” (October 27,
2015)
• “Court Upholds Judgment in Favor of Former Police
Officer” (November 1, 2013)
• “Gray Reed & McGraw Announces New Shareholders for
2013” (January 2, 2013)
Speeches and Presentations
• “A Change in Time: the 2009 Amendments to the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure”, Houston Metropolitan Paralegal Association, Trial
330: Litigation Institute (February 2010)
• “Voir Dire, Batson Challenges, and Protecting the Record for Appeal”,
Houston Metropolitan Paralegal Association, Trial 330: Litigation
Institute (February 2009)
Honors
• Named a Texas Rising Star by Texas Super Lawyers (a Thomson
Reuters company) as published in Texas Monthly and Law &

©2020 Gray Reed & McGraw LLP All rights reserved worldwide.

Mitch A. Ackal
Partner

Politics magazines (2010 - 2017)
Organizational Involvement
Professional Involvement, Memberships & Affiliations
• State Bar of Texas Committee on Court Rules (2017 - 2019)
Community Involvement, Memberships & Affiliations
• Board of Directors, Magnificat Houses, Inc.
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