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Darin Brooks has built a commercial litigation and insurance coverage
practice focused on flexibility and variety, allowing him to adapt to
clients’ changing needs and solve a broad range of challenging problems
across several industries, including insurance, energy, banking, healthcare,
plus many more. He defends clients in complex litigation before state and
federal courts, in arbitration and on appeal, with an emphasis on disputes
involving insurance, energy, contracts, personal injury and maritime
issues.
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As Leader of the Insurance Practice Group, Darin focuses his insurance
practice on advising clients on complex coverage issues, providing
coverage opinions and resolving related disputes before courts and
1601 Elm Street
arbitration panels in Texas and throughout the country. He is also a
Suite 4600
valuable resource for colleagues and clients who need his unique insight
Dallas, TX 75201
when policy interpretation questions, scope of insurance needs and other
insurance issues arise in various disputes and transactions.
Darin has more than 20 years of experience guiding upstream, midstream
and downstream energy businesses to favorable outcomes in all types of
complex energy and commercial disputes. As national counsel for a
Fortune 500 oil and gas company, Darin oversees a massive commercial
recovery docket with cases from California to New Jersey and
everywhere in between. He serves as lead counsel in many cases, and
also quarterbacks the local teams charged with resolving disputes in
faraway venues across the country. Along with two other partners,
Darin manages a large commercial and tort defense docket for another
Fortune 500 oil and gas company.
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Industries
Energy

Practices
Insurance
Commercial Litigation
Energy
Appellate Law
Eminent Domain & Condemnation
Education
J.D., Baylor University School of Law, Phi

Darin’s broad practice includes handling a number of different
Delta Phi, Harvey M. Richey Moot
commercial disputes for a publicly-traded bank, credit unions and other
Court Society (1996)
financial institutions. He is highly active in the firm’s healthcare practice as B.A., History, Baylor University (1993)
well, resolving commercial disputes for healthcare providers and advising
Bar Admissions
on the language used in many of their core agreements, particularly with Texas (1996)
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regard to arbitration, insurance and indemnity provisions.
Before starting his private practice, Darin worked as a briefing attorney
for the Honorable Adele Hedges (Texas Court of Appeals – Fourteenth
Judicial District) and as a judicial intern for Chief Justice Alice OliverParrott (Texas Court of Appeals – First District). This unique experience
gave Darin valuable insight into how complex cases are evaluated behind
the scenes that continues to benefit his clients to this day.
Experience
Insurance
• Represent a Top 100 Fortune 500 client in several major coverage
disputes concerning the scope of an additional insured endorsement
and related exclusions.
• Represent clients in first party disputes and advice concerning fidelity
and employee crime losses.
• Regularly represent clients in coverage matters in areas including auto,
commercial general liability, directors, officers, and company liability,
errors and omissions, fidelity bonds, excess and umbrella.
• Regularly advise clients on scope of, and disputes regarding,
indemnity, additional insured and other insurance-related contract
provisions.
• Represented clients in several nursing home cases which involved
complex coverage analysis.
Oil & Gas/Energy
• Represent two Top 100 Fortune 500 oil & gas companies as lead
counsel in a national docket of commercial recovery cases involving
branded marketing and reseller, farmouts, royalty, product and other
oil & gas contracts.
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Court Admissions
United States Court of Appeals, Eleventh
Circuit (2015)
United States District Court, Central
District of Illinois (2014)
United States District Court, District of
Colorado (2013)
United States Court of Appeals, Fifth
Circuit (1998)
United States District Court, Eastern
District of Texas (1998)
United States District Court, Northern
District of Texas (1998)
United States District Court, Southern
District of Texas (1998)
United States District Court, Western
District of Texas (1998)
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• Represent two Top 100 Fortune 500 oil & gas companies in
commercial and tort disputes, including over royalty interests,
processing, transportation and lease agreements, farmout agreements,
joint operating agreements, premises liability and other personal
injury matters.
• Represent Top 100 Fortune 500 oil & gas company in enforcement
disputes with landowners, including right of way, easement, roadway
and other development agreements.
• Regularly represent international and publicly-traded oil & gas
companies in maritime commercial disputes and offshore platform and
rig incident.
• Developed a discovery program for, and represents, a major energy
company in non-party discovery matters.
• Represented a major energy company in several pieces of litigation
and arbitration matters re: an offshore commercial construction
dispute over an FSO vessel.
• Represented an owner of a natural gas pipeline as part of an eightlawyer team in a dispute with its former partner.
Bank/Financial Institutions
• Represent a publicly-traded bank related to indemnity obligations and
related losses for inherited claims from acquired banks.
• Represent a publicly-traded bank related to wire fraud losses by bank
customers.
• Represent a bank related to a dispute with a former employee over
theft and other losses.
• Regularly represent a publicly-traded bank and other financial
institutions in commercial disputes, including contract disagreements
with clients and vendors, wire fraud losses and employee theft.
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Healthcare
• Represent healthcare clients in various commercial disputes, including
contract terminations and vendor disputes.
• Regularly represent a children’s hospital in matters involving contract
review of indemnity, insurance and litigation-related provisions.
Other Select Representations
• Headed up a team for an international client that developed a data
mapping, data collection and data retention plan, and oversaw
harvesting and processing of documents for a U.S. litigation matter.
• Defended an Internet domain name broker in a case involving Lanham
Act and related claims over the registration of a domain name.
• Defended a Fortune 500 company in a multiple fatality accident at a
shipyard.
• Defended a Fortune 500 company in a products liability/personal
injury case involving an accident at the Houston Ship Channel.
Press Releases
• “Twenty-Nine Gray Reed Attorneys Named 2018 Top Lawyers in
Houston” (December 3, 2018)
• “Top Litigator and Four Associates Join Gray Reed’s Litigation
Practice” (March 27, 2015)
Thought Leadership
• “Business Interrupted by COVID-19? Check Your Insurance Policy for
Lost Business Income Coverage”, Gray Reed Legal Alert (March 17,
2020)
• “Texas Supreme Court Opinion Has Companies Double Checking
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Contractual Insurance Obligations”, Gray Reed Legal Alert (February
27, 2019)
Speeches and Presentations
• “Preparing and Deposing Expert Witnesses”, TADC Deposition Boot
Camp (October 4, 2019)
• “Top 10 Texas O&G Cases of 2017 (So Far)”, HAPL Monthly
Luncheon (December 5, 2017)
• “2017 Energy & Construction Client Summit- Breakout Session”,
Hosted by AIG (January 25, 2017)
Honors
• Recipient of Texas Association of Defense Counsel President’s Award
(2019)
• Selected by his peers for inclusion in Woodward/White, Inc.’s The
Best Lawyers in America in the fields of Commercial Litigation (2016 2020) and Insurance Law (2019 - 2020)
• Named a Super Lawyer (2015 - 2019) and Rising Star (2006 - 2011)
by Texas Super Lawyers (a Thomson Reuters business) as published
in Texas Monthly
• Named a Houstonia Magazine Top Lawyer in Houston (2018 - 2019)
Organizational Involvement
• State Bar of Texas
• Houston Bar Association
• Board of Directors, Litigation Section (2006 - 2007)
• Board of Directors, Dispute Resolution Center (2002 - 2007)
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• Committee Co-Chair, Lawyers in Public Schools Committee (2003
- 2005)
• Houston Young Lawyer's Association
• Texas Association of Defense Counsel
• Member (1997 – Present)
• Board of Directors (2012 - Present)
• Regional Vice President - Houston/Galveston (Current)
• Administrative Vice President, Publications (2018 - 2020)
• Defense Research Institute
• Texas Bar Foundation
• Life Fellow
• Nominating Committee (2017 – Present)
• Houston Bar Foundation
• Life Fellow
• Nominating Committee (2016 - 2017)
• Admissions Committee for the United States District Court, Southern
District of Texas (2016 – Present)
• College of the State Bar of Texas
• Baylor Business Network, Houston Advisory Committee (2015 –
Present)
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