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Gray Reed Brews Resolution for Founder of a Popular Waco-Area
Coffee Shop

March 23, 2018

Gray Reed & McGraw represented the founder of Common Grounds, a popular coffee shop
near Baylor University, in a trademark lawsuit against the shop’s operator.

The plaintiff, Gray Reed’s client and the holder of rights to Common Ground’s name and
markings, sued the operator on March 16, 2018, for moving forward with a plan to open
another Common Grounds location in the Waco area without a license agreement. The
plaintiff sought a temporary injunction to stop the defendant from opening the second
location and using the company logo, trade secrets, and recipes without authorization.

On March 17, 2018, after the defendants removed all signage and agreed to cease all other
unauthorized uses of the client’s intellectual property, Gray Reed dismissed the lawsuit, and
quickly negotiated and closed a business-oriented resolution of the parties’ dispute. The
dispute’s resolution bolsters the client’s long-planned business ventures involving future
restaurant and coffee shop operations.

To learn more about the case, read these two articles from the Waco Tribune-Herald.

http://www.wacotrib.com/news/business/common-grounds-founder-sues-over-reported-
push-for-second-location/article_ae037f30-60eb-56fd-993c-fcf703665f0e.html

http://www.wacotrib.com/news/business/common-grounds-founder-drops-lawsuit-over-
nd-location/article_321c630d-971e-5125-bb91-47b62aa03813.html

The client was represented by Gray Reed attorneys David Henry, Casey Doherty and Alex
Uber.

About Gray Reed & McGraw

Founded in 1985, Gray Reed & McGraw is a full-service, Texas based law firm with more
than 130 lawyers practicing in Dallas and Houston. Gray Reed & McGraw offers a wide range
of legal services including business litigation, corporate transactions, oil & gas, tax planning
and litigation, real estate, healthcare, trusts and estates, employment law, family law,
intellectual property, and bankruptcy. For more information, visit www.grayreed.com.
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